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Developing a Christ Like Love

A Christian wants to be as much like Jesus as he or she can be. Part of
being like Jesus is loving like Jesus loved. God has a goal of conforming us
to the image of His Son (Romans 8:29). Jesus was always obedient to the
Father (John 8:29), He was pure in every way (Hebrews 4:15), and He
loved people selflessly (Matthew 9:36; 14:14). He commanded His disciples
to love each other the same way He had loved them (John 13:34). But that
presents a problem. Jesus demonstrated His love by dying for us, saying,
“There is no greater love than this” (John 15:13). Since most of us will nev-
er be called upon to die for someone, what does it mean to love like Jesus?

John 3:16 tells us what it means to love like Jesus loves: “God so loved
the world that he gave his one and only Son.” Godly love gives sacrificially.
Loving like Jesus means we hold everything we own with loose hands. We
are willing to part with money, time, and possessions in order to serve oth-
er people. We recognize that all we have is on loan to us from our Father in
heaven and we are responsible for what we do with it (Matthew 25:14—-30).
We give people what they need when it is within our power to do so. When
we see a brother or sister in need, and we have resources that could help,
we are to share what we have with them (James 2:15; 1 John 3:16—17).

Jesus was undiscriminating in the way He loved. He warned us that it is
easy to love those who are like us (Luke 6:32—33). But Jesus loved even His
enemies and expects His followers to do the same (Luke 6:35). He healed,
fed, and ministered to many who would later cry, “Crucify Him!” (Matthew
27:20—22). He washed the feet of Judas Iscariot, knowing that within
hours Judas would betray Him (John 13:4-5). He made a point of minis-
tering to the hated Samaritans (John 4), even making a Samaritan the hero
of a parable (Luke 10:25—-37). Rich and poor, young and old, religious and
pagan—people flocked to hear Jesus because He loved them (Mark
10:1; Matthew 9:35—36; Luke 18:18).

To love like Jesus means we cannot be selective in how we treat people.
James strongly condemns favoritism based on financial or social status:
“But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as trans-
gressors” (James 2:9). We are to treat every human being with dignity and
respect, remembering that this person is a special creation, designed in the
image of God (1 John 2:9-10; 4:20—21). We must work to rid our hearts of
racial prejudice, socio-economic snobbery, and religious superiority. None
of that belongs in the life of someone who wants to love like Jesus loves.

Congregational Scripture Reading
1 John 3:16
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ

laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for our brothers and sisters.

Family News & Updates

Youth Valentine’s Dinner Fundraiser
Thank you for all the support the youth received at last night’s Val-
entine dinner.

Men’s Breakfast
All men please join us Saturday, March 4th at 8 am here in the fel-
lowship hall for a early morning breakfast and a time of fellowship.

Youth Rally Sign ups

If you are able to help out with housing or any additional support
for the youth rally here at our building March 24-26th please see
Dylan Ford.

Women Walking with God

Registration for the 2023 Women Walking with God is open at
womenwalkingwithgod.org Conference dates are April 14-15th.
Please see Andrea for additional details about hotel and travel
plans.

Food Drive

It is time once again for us to start collecting food for the Moun-
tains State Children’s Home. A list of the food and supplies need-
ing to be collected is on the bulletin board in the foyer.

Family Updates
Please pray for requests that were brought forward last Sunday:

Jake Sola’s grandfather fell and broke his hip; Carol Pantoja’s
health; Evalina Holcomb’s health.
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Hospital ICU
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